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T « O THE 
Right Reverend Farugi in Gop, 


SET H> 
Lord Biſhop 


SARUM: 


My Lord, 


Had not ventured to'expoſe this Diſcourſe 
in the way I now do, but for your Lords 
ſhips Encouragement of it ; and, - under 
ſuch Patronage , I ſhall have the leſs Ap- 
prehenſions of thoſe People, who may find 
themſelves too much Arun in the Caſe, to be a- 
ny thing pleaſed with a SubjeFt of this nature : How- 
ever it may: affe& them, T have till the Satisfafti« 
on-of having indeavoured, as Well as I could, the 


A. 2. | Explain- 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Explaining and Vmdicating a Text very difficult, 
and liable to be turned to very ill Conftruftions : 
And if it any way ſerves to confirm the Friends of 
our Church , or to reflifie thoſe who are in lower 
Degrees of Prejudice againſt it , it is as much as 
can be hoped by 


% 


My Lord, 
Your Lordſhips moſt Obedient, 
Hoſt Faithful, 
and moſt Humble Servant, 


John Barrow, 


JM 


[5] 


Paitie, I, 15, 16, 17, 18. 


Some indeed preach Chriſt even of Envy and Strife, 
and ſome alſo of Good-will : 


The one preach (riſt of Contentian, not Sincerely ; 
| ſuppoſing to add Afﬀliftion to my Bonds : 


But the other of Love, knowing that I ans ſet for 
the Defence of the Goſpel : | 


What then.2 Notwithſtanding, every way, whether 
in Pretence, or im Truth, Chritt is preached ; 
and] therein do +eoyce,. yea, and Fill rejoyce. 


Mong the other Texts which 
have been fo ill nſed by thoſe 
thar maintain the Diviſions 'of 
our Church, rhere'is none more 
likely to:be urged in the behalf 


of the Difſenting Preachers , nor any with 


; ue appearance of trengrh-than. Thar I 


ave now read. For, granting usall, we may 


poſlibly think we have* Cauſe to believe, tho 


they 


6 A Sermon at the 
they never will, that ſuch Paſtors as they, are 
unſent and unqualified, all the ill and. con- 
tentions Preachers 4n-the World ; Yet, fince 
they preach Chriſt, they may preſs us ſtill, 
that we ought 50, be ſo far from Diſcouraging 
of them, thar; after the Exampfe of Se. Þ 
in the Tex: , we ought to Rejoyce that = 
DoBrine of Chtiſt is aty way preached. 'And 
how can ſuch Rejoyeing-vohſift with the uſu- 
al Proſecution of - «wy r,. i& We thus pro- 
bt or otherwiſe ink fit to appeat aint 
them, how little do We ſhe of the meck 
and Heavenly Temper of. St, Paul, whole 
Succeſſors we would... yet pretend 'ons {elves 
to.be 2: Nay farther, they may not be want- 
ing to tell/us, that if we do--not Rejoyce in 
rheir aflifting us, it's'We that envy the Succeſs 
ef-the'Goſpel; and: muſt; be «content to take 
the- worſt Character in the Text to our 
ſelves. 


For che Karisfying mkich Plea, I all take 
the whole Poon it: 1nto-'Conſigh 
the following Diſcourle ;. and-theMtter td do 
i, ſhall propoſe chree Inquities*. * 


-L/Whothole wane: of i Wh 4 Pau here 
propaunces,, That they , preached Crit out. 1of 
| ns Confntion ?- 


IL Hou 


UMI. 


UMI 


7iſgion, « Rexding: 


IT; How far we are to underſtand he re- 
Iyer in, their Peachg 2 


011. Whecher the Caſe of the Contenti- 
ous Preachers in the Text, and thoſe of our 
Times, he {o much. the lame, that the Gg- 
yernours of gur Church, ſhould, by Vize 
of this Place, or St. Paul's Exanple in it, be ſo 
obliged.to Rejoxce in their. MTS as not to 
ay ie Svppreſſing. of. it 2 


Ee in managiog theie, any Righs be 
done tothe Senſe of the Words, and re- 
{ſent Methods, of the Government with þ rele 
$0 theſe Men, jLihall hope-ic may be houghy 
not altogether. improper. in this A Y, 
ſince 7ewill be the .impleading of Preachers 
before Preachers; of thoſe that ſay they can 
underſtand , and teach Chriſtianity , before 


thoſe that do, and rightfully do it. 


We ſhall, Firſt, then inquire, who Thoſe 
were of whom St. Paul here pronounces, That 
they preached Chriſt of Strife and Contention 2 
The reſolving of which, will very much de- 
pend upon our derermining , Whether they 
were Jews remaining {till /uch, or Judaizing 
(briſtians, or ſome other Chriſtian Con- 

verts, 


_— OO ene ou Re — « 


In Loc. 
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verts,, of which he was now ſpeaking ? 


The Learned Grotins , + who: would: have 
the Jews here. meant, gives this Account of 
them : "That to put a ſtop to the Dotrine of Chriſti- 
anity, they every where rumoured of what ſort 'it 
Twas, by what Arguments ſupported; That fo the 
greater Recourſe might be” bad ''td 'Vt. Paul, to 
know the whole of the matter from "Himſelf © And 
all ſuch Refort, in the' Place' and Circums 
ſtances that He now was, they knew would be 
dangerous, and might wiſh Fatal to him. 
Whick'is, indeed,” a'very fill account of the 
Strife and Contention with which they- were 
a&ed. ' But; with all 'Submiffion, dees not 
feem ſo fairly to anſwer for what the Apoſtle 
mentions no leſs than three times itt the Text, 
Their preaching of Chriſt : For their ſpiteful 


* Noifing whatthe Chriſtian Se& held, cannot 


be called, but very abuſively, a Preaching of 
Chriſt. Beſides rhat he oppoſes them in this 
very place, to Thoſe that preached Chriſt 
out of "Truth and' Good Will. From which it 
ſhould ſeem, 'that the Goſpel on both Hands 
was fervently preached, and the difference 
only, that it was not done from the ſame pi- 
ous Principle. In ſhort, that: they were not 
Unbelieving Jews, I am farther- confirmed 
from the Verſe” immediately foregoing, where 
St. 


nal 


Viſitation at Reading. 


St. Paul tells us, Many Brethren in the Lord, 
Waxing confident by my Bonds, are much more bold 
to ſpeak the Word Without Fear ; And then it fol- 
lows, Some indeed preach ( hrift even of Envy and 
Strife : It is evident therefore that they were 
Brethren, of the Family of Chriſt, tho none of 
the greateſt Sincerity among them. 


If next, it be ſaid , They were Judaizing 
Brethren, and under theſe we muſt compre 
hend the Gnoſticks, twill be hard to ſay with 
any Propriety, that they preached Chriſt ; ' for 
they preached Chrift and Moſes, and the lat- 
ter, Doctrines very diſtant from either. And 
if farther it be urged, that ſuppoſing they did 
ſo,the Apoſtle might rejoyce that they preach- 
ed Chriſt any ways, fince *twas better that 
the Gentiles who lived in groſs Idolatry, 
ſhould have ſome knowledg of Chriſt , ths 
With mixtures, than know nothing at all of him : 
*T will be plauſibly ſaid, but not on a ſud- 
den ſo eaſy to reconcile this Apoſtles Rejoy- 
cing in {uch fort of Preachers, with the re- 
peated Cautions he gives againſt theſe very 
Men,and with the plaineſt Reference to them, 
Beware of Dogs, Beware of Evil Workers, Be- 
ware of the- Conciſion : At the third Chapter of 
this very Epiſt. v. 2. 


B Preſled 


LO 
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Preſſed:therefore with theſe Difficulties, I 
ſhall rather conceive this Place neither re- 
fersto the Unconvyerted Jews, nor Judaizing 
Chriſtians, nor, among thole, tothe Gnoſtick 
Teachers ; But to ſuch as indeed preached 
pure C briſtianity, tho from-no pure Mind : Preach- 
ing Chriſt, but out of Strife ; with Deſign to 
create Strife and Diviſion in the Church, ſuch 
as was when one ſaid, I am of Paul, another of 
Apollos, and another of Cephas; And our of 
Envy ; Envying this great Apoſtle of Chriſt, 
the Glory of his Succeſs ; And out of Contenti- 
61; Contending with him for the number of 
Proſelytes : By this means, ſuppoſmg to add Af- 
fliffion to bis Bonds ; ſuppoſing, becauſe Vain- 
glorious Themſelves, that he might be of a 
Temper like Theirs, and fo grieved and af- 
flicted to be rivalled in Fame, and tq be out- 
vyed in the multitude of Converts. 


And thoſe Preachers, tho Rill Chriſtians, 


who could-go thus far in Envy, may not ill be 


{uppoſe#to advanceto ſuch a Height of 'That, 
and of Contention, as to wiſh St. Paul was 
taken our of their way; For one Vice admitted 
is not only an:Inlet to another, bur a greater ; 
and from: hence, to-his Bonds they might de- 


fire: 


LIMI 


UM! 


Viſitation at Reading. 

fire the Addition of more, and of worſe, and 
even of the laſt of all temporal AMictions. 
So that when we departed from the excellent 
Grotius, it was not ſo much for aſſigning a 
Wrong Cauſe ( tor they certainly were bad, 
Friends of the Apoſtles ) as for his pitching up- 
on the Wrong Men ; The Unbelieving Jews, 
when the Context is lo plain, They were 
Brethren in the Loyd. 


Having therefore conſidered who theſe 
Preachers might moſt probably be, 


We come 2ly. to inquire, How far we are 
to underſtand the Apoſtle here rejoyced in 
theix Preaching. 


In propoſing of which, I cannot forbear ob- 
ſerving, by the way, that thoſe who may urge 
this Paſlage for the countenancing the diſor- 
derly Preachers abroad in our days , will ne- 
ver be able to make it appear, that it ſolely refers 
to the Subject of Preaching, which yer this 
Plea ſuppoſes it to do. For, if they make a 
Comment from the Verſes preceding, to the 
Senſe we have heard, and preſs that the Apo- 
{tle more than once rejoyced that Chriſt was 
preached in any ſort whatever, and that there- 

2 fore 
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fore thoſe that ſucceed him ſhould be of the 
like mind: I think I may with great ſafery 
tell chem, That at leaſt ſome part of this Re- 
Joycing relates to a matter of a quite different 
Conſideration : TI rejeyce, ſays the Apoſtle, yea, 
and will rejoyce. For, as he adds in the very next 
words, I know that this ſhall turn to my Salvation, 
through your Prayer, and the ſupply of the Spirit of 
Jeſus Chriſt. So that, *tis plain, ſome ſhare of 


| his Rejoycing is to be given to the Bleſſed 


De Pro- 


» els. 


Evars. 


Hopes and Aſſurance he had, that his patient 
bearing the Malice of theſe Enemies, would 
at length redound to the Augmentation of his 
Glory and Happineſs. If therefore they preſs 
us with what went before, by way of Abate- 
ment, we might take in what follows ; which 
they muſt allow to be no unfair way of Inter- 
pretation, unleſs they will incur the Cenſure 
of St. Chryſoſtome , who oblerves in his time 
ſome Men perverted this very Text, Not un- 
derftanding what preceded, or what followed, 


But omitting this, and 'to anſwer more di- 
rectly how far the Apoſtle rejoyced in the 
Preachers he was now ſpeaking of, it may 
not be amiſs to conſider, what the Succeſs of 
their preaching Chriſt Eventually proved : And 
what the Real and True Purpoſe was,from which 

| they 
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they took this Office upon them. Accidentally it 
proved the means of propagating the Know- 
ledg of the Goſpel ; and *twas very conſiſtent 
with the Piety of St. Paul to rejoyce,that, ſince 
himſelf now in Bonds could not do it, others 
were induſtrious to diffuſe the DoCtrine of his 
Saviour in the World : Which till might be, 
without his being ſatisfied with the Motives of 
cheir Diligence, in which he could no more 
expreſs a Complacencie, than he would have 
done in Strife, or Envy, or Contention it ſelf. 
However, ſays he , whether in Pretence, or in 
Truth, Chriſt is Preached ; Whether by Occaſi- 
on, . as Tes4%c« fipnifres, by Accident only ; Or 
whether by Truth, | the true Deſign of thoſe 
that undertake it, the Goſpel was declared : 
Andin this He rejoyced, yea, and would rejoyce ; 
Not that they preached from any ill Induce- 
ment : But that by this means, the Provis 
dence of God, bringing Good our of Evil,great 
numbers were brought to the Knowledg of 
Chriſt, who were before in Ignorance of 
Him. 


From whence we now proceed in the third III. 
place to inquire, Whether the Caſe of the 
Contentious Preachers in the Text, and Thoſe 
of our Times, be fo much the ſame, thar the 

Gover- 


LNMAL 
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Governours of our Church ſhould by Virtue 
of this Paſſage, or St. Paul's Example in it, be 


ſo obliged to Rejoyce in their Miniſtry, as not 


to indeavour the Suppreſſing of it ? 
To which I anſwer ; 


1. That it would beremembred, There is 
nothing in this Paſſage that is any Approbation 
of ſuch ſort of Preachers, as thoſe the Apo- 
tle had occaſion here to mention. 


All that he does, and it is indeed with great 
Gentleneſs he does it, is, to take Notice that 
there were ſome of the Chriſtian Name who 
preached Chriſt of Envy and Strife ; and not 
from the true and ſincere Intention which was 


to have bin ſo much withed among them : 


But this, however, is very far from a Com- 
mendation of them. He does not, ſays Eraſmus, 
encourage that any ſhould preach Chriſt unſincerely, 
but out of things that were not well done , collefis 
what was beſt ; and contemns their Perſonal Hatred 
to himſelf, ſo long as it any ways promoted the Goſ- 


pel. And how calmly ſoever the Apoſtle here 


refle&s upon ſuch ſort of Preachers, it is mani- 
feſt in the very next Chapter ; He exhorts the 
Pkilippians, That nothing be done by them out of 


Strife 


UMI 
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Strife-and Vainglory, which are che Things, 
for-which theſe Mer ar areiears marks 
' If therefoxe our Difſencers ſhall chink fie to 
tell 'che-Governours of the Church , They 
ought, with Sc; Paul;to-rejoyce in their Succeſs! 5 
they may withal  corifider, Se, Pat expteſſes 
little Likeing to the Men, or the Principles. upon 
which they ler Themſelves -to- work: And 
from his Example they can, conſequently, 
build litele Kindneſs to Themſelves 3." Which 
notwithſtanding is that ey are moſt ſuppoſed 
ro mean. Bur 
- 2; Were this Paſſage allowed whe a Tem- 
porary Forbearance of (uch Unſincere- Preachers, 
yet "ris no Direftion to the People to ear them. 
'Tis obſervable to this Purpoſe, that thoſe 
to whom the Apoſtle here writes, were no 
Hearers of ſuch Preachers, but of St. Paul, and 
of thoſe that, like Himſelf preached Chriſt out 
of Truth , being planted ade Biſhops, as ap* 
pears by V. 1. Not that there were more Bi- 
ſhops than one in Philippi it ſelf, bur that there 
were moreinthe Territories of this Metropo- 
lis. And thoſe under their Charge are adviſed, 
and directed in this very Chaprer, as much as 
the moſt fervent Prayers in'the Caſe conld be 
inſtrufive to them, That their Love might abound 
yet more and more in Knowledg and in all Judgment ; 
| that 
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that they might approve things that are excellent ; that 
he nl S- ( which it is evident thoſe 
Preachers were not ) and without Offence, till the 
day of (hriſt, at 9, and 10. verf. That they would 
ſtend faſt in one Mind, Friving together for the 
Faith of the Goſpel, and in nothing terrified by their 
Adver ſaries, at 17, and 28. verſ. And moye 
icularly, he. commends them in Chap. 2. 
As thoſe who had always obeyed, not as in his Pres 
fence only, but now much more in his Abſence, v. 1 2. 
So that here are Prayers that they might, and 
Commendations that they did ſtand faſt in the 
Do&rine he had planted among them, or of 
thoſe that himſelt had appointed in his Abſence; 
Bur not one word to recommend this other 
kind of Preachers to the Hearing of his Con- 
verts. He only tellsthem, ſuch Preachers were 
gone abroad in the World ; And ſafely he 
might tell chem, as thoſe that were not likel 
to be drawn afide,cicher from himlſelf,or thoſe 
that preached the Goſpel out of Good Will, 
and from unfeigned Sincerity, 'But it muſt be a 
very odd Deduction from this,if the Diſſenting 
Preachers among us,will from hence conclude, 
That our Rulers are obliged to ler the World 
run after them, from St. Paul's Example of Not 
giving the People the leaft hint in the World 
to be Followers of ſuch Preachers. 
3- Twould 


Viſitation at Reading. 


3, 'T would be farther added, that a grear 
Difference is to be put berween preaching the 
Goſpel, from whart Principle ſoever, to a People 
Unconverted, and gathering a Church from out 0 
a Church already rightly fetled. That thoſe who 
here preached Chriſt of Envy and Strife, did 
not ſo much intermeddle with Perſons (on- 
verted before, as indeavour to'make new Con- 
verts to the Dotrine of the Goſpel, ſeems ve- 
ry clear and evident from the Contentious end 
of their Preaching, which was to add, as the 
Apoſtle here tells us, 4fliftion to his Bonds. They 


17 


very well knew, as St, Chryſoſtom gbſerves, that Uk; ſ« 
he was already obnoxious to Nero for publiſhing at's: 


DoFrine ſo contrary to bis-V ices ; and therefore they 
preached the ſame Doftrie St. Paul did, that jo 
this Perſecutor hearmg from” his Enemies the vaſt 
Progreſs of it, might be the more exaſperated again#t 


But thus to exaſperate him, their readieſt 


way was, not iſo much to confirm the Diſciples . 


this Apoſtle had made;as to add more to them ; 
and by winning, over as many as they could, 
both' of Jews and Gentiles, © ro'{pread' the 
Goſpel of onr Saviour the more, that'the Ad- 
verſaries of ir, might the eaſter be mduced to 

C the 
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the utmoſt Rage and Severity againſt him, as 
being eſteemed the Headof the Party. But, 
all this while, they taught thoſe who had nor 
learned before the Goſpel of Chriſt; which 
cannot be the Caſe of the bald and Contentious 
Preachers of our Times. 'They do not pre- 
rend to teach a People already umaught, or 
ro carry the Goſpel where 'twas never beard ; 


| bur obtrude themſelves upon thoſe that were 


- thus putti 


before inſtructed in the Faith, ſer up a Church 
within a Church already committed to the 
Care of Lawful and Competent Guides ; And 
their Sickle into other mens Har- 
veſt, w'd ve (o little ſhare in Se. Paul's Re- 
Joycing, that they have his own Prafiiceexpreſly 
againſt them, So have I ſtrived, ſays he, to 
preach the Goſpel, Not where Chriſt was named, leſt 
T ſpould build. upon another Flaxs Foundation. But 
4s it is written, to whom the was nat ſpoken of, they 
ſhall fee, and they that have not heard, ſhall undere 
ſtand. 


4. And laſtly, it would farther be obſerved, 
that a vaſt Difference is to be made berween: 
reaching Chriſt from Contention, or Envy to a 
articular Perſon, and preaching up a generdl 
Contention, in the Name of Chriſt. .. | 


Ic 
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It has already bin mentioned that thoſe 
here took notice of, were ſuch as preached the 
Goſpel out of Envy to Se. Paul ; ſuch as look- 
ed with a very ill Eye upon the glorious Suc- 
ceſs of his Miniftry, and therefore out of Emu- 
latioa and Strife contended with him for the 
number of Diſciples,and the maltipeying thoſe, 
they fouppoled, bur vainly, might add Grief 
of Mind to his Bodily Confinement; might 
add new Griefs, and freſh Dangers to him 
from hisEnemies at Rome, where he was now 
ſet for the Defence of the Goſpel, or for his having 
defended and maintained it. 


A Deſign in thoſe that carryed it on, wide- 
ty different from the very Spirit of Chriſtiani- 
T But yet they preached Chriſtianity ſtill , 

or, 'rwas Chrift whom they preached ; and 
when it is ſaid, they did it not of Truth and Since- 
rity, it does not refer to the Matter of their 
Doctrine, as if they taught what was falſe 
and unfound.; but to their Intention, which was 
not ſorruly toad vance the Knowledy of Chriſt 
in the World, as to grieve this Blefſed Apo- 
ftle, and to create him more Hardſhips and ill 
Uſage. 


C 2 - He 
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He does not, ſays the Facher before mentions 


alnisx.ed, and after him (a) Theophyla, and both 


-  bAdver. 


Marcios confirmed by ( b ). Tertullian, and ( c ) St. Cypri- 
bb. 5.cir- a, where it falls in their way to conſider this 
fo place ; He does not ſpeak of ſuch who taught He- 
baianum retical Dofrines, but of thoſe who rightly taught 
#p; 73: Chrift, but did*s from no right Purpoſe. of Mind. 
* 44 So that whatever the Motiyes were to them- 
Cyr. ſelves of undertaking the Miniſtry, it appears, 


EP: 75 what they taught was no other than Orthodox, 


Bur as for our preſent Contentious Preach- 
ers, *ewill be difficult for them to make ic ap- 
pear that they preach the Truth as it is m Chri 
Jeſus. *Twill be hard for them to ſhow that 
rhey do not preach up a National Contention 
in the Name of (hriſt, which was more than 
theſe did, Why elſe do we hear from them 
ſo many Doctrines, tending nor only to leſſen, 
but deſtroy the very Being and Authoricy. of 

- that Church, which is eſtabliſhed upon tbe 
Foundation of Prophets and Apoſtles ! Why elſe do 
we hear from them ſo many Poſitions, de- 
trutive of Monarchy, and ſo dangerous to 
Kings, for whom this very Apoſtle exhorts us, 
eſpecially to make Supplications, and Prayers, - and 
Thanksgivings ? And if thus they preach ano- 
ther Goſpel than his, whatever Favour this 

| Paſlage 
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Paſſage may afford them, I do not know how 
it can relieve them from Another wherein the | 
ſame Mouth pronounces, That tho he, or an Gal.1.8. | 
Angel from Heiaven ſhould preach any other Goſpel, 
than What be had preached, let him be accurſed. 


If therefore, upon the whole, the Preachers 
now-ſ{uch, | m-.defiance'of the Laws; inftead'of 
carrying on a Perſonal Contention, promote; 
and have effeually promoted, a moſt Dan- 
gerous, and moſt Univerſal Diſturbance;;'I can- 
not. bus-concerve, the Difference 'is ſo: 1wide 
berween thoſe, the Apoſtle refers : to in this 
place, and thoſe-we meet with in the pre- 
ſent- Age; that 1t our:Governours,. as the'Go- 
verament has ever:been kind tors coſt;ſhould 
fill think it ſafe and prudent to forbear the 
fuppreſfing of them; . it is more. than theſe 
Men.can tealonably expe& 'froni anything 
this Textican oblige them ro do. : . + 


And this being done, I ſhall now think of 
clofing the whote;; with-ſuch Reflections up- 
| | on what has|been/ſaid, as mayeicher-concern 


I. The diſſenting Preachers, or 


LI. Our ſelves of this Clergy, or 
LIT. The 
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I IT. The People that are Hearers of Them, 
WARTS], | 


Ta the diſſenting Preachers F would from 
hence, with all tenderneſs, recommend, their 
impartial Conſidering the great Evil of 

ching Chriſt, ifchey ſhould truly preach 
im; from Strife and Contention,' and from un- 
fencere Ends. 


If they lay they have confidered this alrea- 
dy,. and do not take themiclvesrobeconcern- 
ed in it ;-I would pray them, as {afuifts, to 
reſolve us, whether, ſuppoſing a third ſort of 
Men ſhould begin a Separacion in che-Chutrch, 
withont any p4 Cauſe; afterwards, refule all 
resſonable Termsof Accommodation ; and fars 
ther, take all che Courſes they could think of 


to ferpetuate the Difference, they would nor be- 
lieve they were ſomething i by a Spi- 


rit of Contention ? 


They muſt thus pronounce, if they chink 
there ase fuch-things as Concention, or Strife 
in the World ; and if they do fo, at the very 


ametime, they pronounce againſt themſelves. 


For, 


UM 
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\-oFor, that they begun the Breach without a- 
ny 1} Cauſe, ithere can nothing be more evi- 
dent chan their ſeparating : fram us, not as we 
<&d from Rome, from: theever; juſtifiable Caule 
of its having corrupted the Subſtancials of Re- 
lgion 3 Bur for Thiogs,on their own Nature, 
Harraleſs and Indiffereats For the ſake of 
ings, which they never did, and never-youll 
be able to oppoſe, but by ſo many Cavils as 
will argue more plainly a Deſwe of ( ontention, 
than any ju. Exception they have to them. 


That they refuſe all reaſonable Terms of 
Accommodation, they have. put. .beyorid +l 
Quefion fince the 4ittle fruit. of all Conferences 
held with them, and the abſohue Stiffneſs 
with which they infiſt to /this very day, that 


the Goveramenthould yield all to them, wich- 
out any 4#e Complyance on their Parts. 


And that they: indeavour to perpetuate the 
Difference, as nauch-- as in them hes, . whar 
more convigcing Argumentscan we bave,chan 
their raiſing new Academies? For by this they 
do not mean the Controverſie thall die--wich 
them: What more; convincing Argumengs 
can we-have, thanthe Uanvexſal -Cry ob cheir 


Leaders, 
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Leaders, till then never heard of, againſt the 
very Dottrines.of .our' Church for: fome tigne 
before the: Expiration of the AE. for: rehounc- 
ing the Covenant ? : By which,- what could 
they-mean, bur: that this whichrat firſt they 
ſaid.to be fo great aSnare:to their Conſciences, 
being-now -takerv away, they:muſt either ho- 
neftly come over to our-Church, or ſtart ſome 
new. Difference to keep on foot their Separa- 
tion from it ? . © g 


Bat leaving this with'them, -from a ( onten- 
tious, I am next to pals to an Unſmcere End of 
preaching 'the Golpel..- And here again, I 
would» calmly; ask: them, if themſelves were 


toaffign the-marks of Sincerity in the ſerving 


of Chriſt, whether one would not be; a pro- 
poſing at firſt to ſerve him aright,; 4o that men 
ſhould not+run before they: were ſent, 'or ſerve 
the God of Order in diforderly' ways 2 Which 
yet they muſt give us leave to fear themſelves 
do, -till we have from them. a better: account, 
than has hitherto been given, of the lawfubieſs 
of their. Call-ro the Work'of the: MAmiſtry. 


Iwould have them ask- themſelves, if they 
preach: {o'/incerely as they- pretend, -whar they 
acan by their defigned: and-attefted clouding 


the 


UN 
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the-ſomplicity df the Goſpel with myfteriotis and 
(er Vhraſes® > Whether'they do not. juſtly give 
occaſion to think they have ſome bad Ends to 
ſerve upon their Hearers, when they thus ar- 
rificially caſt a Miſt before their Eyes, create 


Depths where there are none, and' obſcuring 
plain/Truchs, © amuſe and corifound; inſtead- 


of inſtruting, orenlightning their Followers ? 


Iwould have them ask themſelves if they 
only mean the Horour and Succeſs of the Goſpel of 
Chrift, why they chuſe, ſo oblervably, to 
preach'i in ſuch Places where there are great 
Preſumprions they may rather-confſult their own 
Profit and/ Advantage 2 Why it Market-Towns, in 
populous and rich Places, but to'get more 
Projelytes, that is, more BenefaFtors, rather than 
in Fotland , or' the' ſteril -parts of Norway, 
where Preaching is more ſcarce, /and the Main- 
renance more low ? For, I cannot imagine but 
that were their zeal for the Glory of God, the 
yearning|of their Bowels for the Souls of Men, 
ſo great as they ſay, they\would give their firſt 
Care to the Souls that moſt need ir, and ex- 


. ercile their zeal in abarren and dry Land,as well 


as that which- flows with FAilk and with Honey : 

And fince they don't do this, 1 know net how 

ro-name: the Principle that euides chem; but 
| [ 
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I am not very lure that it is the Sincerity,from 
. which this Apoſtle «old the Corinthians. 1 ſeek 
. not yours, but you. 


If therefore theſe amount to Proofs of their 
Contention, and Unſinceriy in preaching the 
Goſpel, ic is plain they live. in to as ill Vices 
as can belong to any Chriſtian Preachers. If 
they only amount to ſo many ſtrong and ve- 
hement Proſe ;is yer mighty. {can- 
dal they give to Chr ; and if they are 
the Ingenious, the Knowing and | (onjcientious Pere 
ſons they would be taken for, they cannorbur 
_—_ the Advantages they give by this 
means to the. commm Enemies of all Religion : 
Not omitting, that whatever turbulent Practi- 
ces their Followers may be guilty of, are very 
juſtly co be charged upon themſelves , whole: 
very preaching contrary to Law, firſt broughr 
the Law in Contempt with their Fearers ; and if 
afrerwards they run imo greater Enormiies, it 
is but Proficiency Riill in that Contempe of Gor 
vernment,. which 'the - , as. well -as the 
Dottrines of their Leaders had caught then, 


And now, if aſter all.,the diflenting Preach- 
ers will ſhift this from themſelves, and fay we 
have taken all along for granted their being 

Contenti- 
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Contentieous and Unfmcere Preachers, which is 
more than they think they have reaſon to ac- 
knowledg themſelves to have bin, I thall on- 
ly add; that they cannot, notwithſtanding, 

y this urged improperly to them, ſince both 
they and we agree that the Faulty and the (riming 
may be preſſed with Conſiderations ſuitdble to their 
of tho we are not ſure we ſhall always convince 
them. 


We paſs next to the ſecond general Infe- 
rence to or ſelves, who have the Honour of 
being of this Clergy : And under this I would 
firſt humbly offer the great Care we ought 
to take, as at the firſt Entrance upon our Ho- 
ly Office, ſothro the whole courſe of it, ro 
preach the Goſpel is Truth and Sincerity. For, 
we ſee, the beſt things, eaven the preaching 
of Chrift, is not to be undertaken but from a 
Pure and Sincere Mind. Weare therefore not 
only to deliver what is Truth, but to do ir 
from a True and Unfeigned Intention of pro- 
moting the Glory of God in the World, and 
ſerring forward the Salvation.of Men ; in com- 
pariſon of this deſpiſing the other confidera- 
tions of worldly Advantage, Honour, or Re- 

; Which yet are due to-us for our Work» 


' ſake: and much more deefting the Exercife 


D 2 of 


27 


IL 


28 


"ASE mim at the\\ 
of ſo:'Holy a FlnAion as ours, from'the Un- 
holy Ends of Strife, V ainglry, Envy, or Ambitis 
on. | Ir will 'be hard to-convitiee? Gzitifa 
rhat we' preach the Goſpel out vf Good will, '4f 
we give them caule to think that' we only 
preach it from Good will to-our ſelve3'; and be- 
ſlides: che great fieneſs.char' a'pure' Religion 
ſhould be taughte' from a pure Principle, there 
is this Advanrage in it, which I ſhall-ever 
think very Conſiderable, that when we- ſm- 
cerely and' principalty-mean (the Glory of God, 
and good'of Souls bycit,” twill be that which 
will ſecure us in <6 coarſe” of our Miniſtry, 
from thoſe mean (omplyances,: choſe wwmwily Ars, 
and little (ondeſcenſions, | which rmakeany Marr, 


for. Intereſt;::cheap-and vga 'but of 


all:/Men; « Clergyman moRt.:- 


2. From hence [ infor; the great i Diligence 
we ſhould uſe -in our. ſeveral Stations , left 
thoſe that preach:Chriſt out of Strife and (on- 
tention ſhould out-wateh-and out=labowy us.” Tf we 
will not take Care of onar Province, we are (en- 
fibly  convinced-thatothers-are' iready at hand 
to invade it ;/ they willtelliour Charge, out” of 
( barity to them : and rh& we know well enough, 
tis the (harity of our (harge they expeCt again; 


- yerthe very- Precence would be''taken away 


from 
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from them , the very Reproach be taken away 
from us, who ought (o' well to' fill our ſeve- 
tal Places, as to leave no, room for any - ſntru- 
der : Bur room would beef, and Advantages 
taken, and the People ſtray "more from us; 
and our own Sincerity be called into queſtion, 
if we.were remiſs inthe' work of the Miniſtry ; 
and the Conſequence of this, as well as the 
Guilt of fo great a Neglect, are too well 
known, and I hope ſo well precautioned, as 
not ro need any farther enlargement, where 
now am. _ | 


. Frony hence infer, the,great reaſon we 


' our ſelves have, not to give afiy Countenance 


ro (ontentious Preachers, by Uncanonical Prafti- 
ces, or ( omplyances. For ſo much as we recede, 
in any Point whatever, from the ſtared Difſci- 
pline of the Church, ſo much Encouragement 
we manifeſtly give to thoſe who preach in di- 
re& Oppoſizionto ir. If, to gratify any one; 
we will adminiſter the Sacrament ſting, bap- 
tize withour Sureties, or the fig of the Ctols, 
or marry without Bas or Licence, or on any 
occaſion, wilfully onit the Prayers of the 
Church, it is to do what themſelves could 
wiſh; and with this further Circumſtance, 
that they have ic in their Power to fay of us; 

we 
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we onr ſelves as to theſe things, and the need- 
leſneis of them, are of the ſame Opinion with 
them: And what is this, but to ſtrengthen 
their Obſtinacy, and, by our own Example, 
to confirm them in the Contempt of that very 
Chusch, the Authority of which we have ob- 
liged our ſelves to == ul ? 


4. And laſtly, From hencel infer, the vaſt 
Obligation wor which we all are, ro avoid 
(ontention one with another. For, why ſhould 
we, who have had both the Honour and 
Bleſſing of the ſame Epiſcopal Impoſition of 
Hands, have the ſame great Concern of Souls 
to advance, and do it by preaching the ſame 
Goſpel of Peace, why, of all Men, ſhould we 
have Variance with each other? It is too 
much occaſion of Conteſt our Enemies give ns ; 

with them 'tis a noble Contention, becauſe it 
is a (ontending for the Truth. Bur if to the 
Breaches they make upon us, ' we will open 
more of our own Accord, and divide that 
Force with which we ſhould oppoſe them ; 
they may in all probability ſucceed, but ic will 
be little Credit either to our (ourage, or to our 
Integrity. In two words, could ſo monſtrous 
2 thing be ſuppoſed, as that any of our own 
Body could fly inthe Face of their lawful Su- 


periours, 
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rioars, betray the Peace and Settlement ef the 
Church of which they are Members, and 
Preach,or Aft our of Envy and Strife ; the mild- 
eſt ching to be ſaid of them is, rhat the great- 
eſt Kindneſs they can ſhew co our Church, 
next to that of publick RetraRation and A» 
mendment, would be publickly ro Renounce ir : 
For the ſame Reaſon, that it would be berrer 
for the Obſtinate and Scandalous ro renounce 
their Baptiſm, than under rhe Pretence of it ro 
fall into ſuch PraCtices as cauſe the Name of Chriſt 


to be blaſphemed. 


From whence, inthe laſt place, I proceed 
to the Deductions which may concern the 
People that are either Hearers of the Contenti- 
ous Preachers among us, or of our ſelves. And 
here I would pray their Permiffion ro mind 
chem. 


1. That they would not think the worſe of 
Chriſtianity, for the Jarrs and Contentions of the 
Preachers of ir, Indeed, if all who pretend 
eo teach, did but traly follow this DoEtrine, we 
thould hear of no Diviſions : The ſweet and 
peaceable Genius of it, would exher prevent, 
or <we Animofities; and Love and Uniry 
would be, as of old, its Honourable Badges : 

Bur 
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But if inſtead of this , ſome will propagate more 
of Contention, than Chris; and ,Þe;. aSit. is our 
Duty, withſtand chem,the People from hence) 
would very ul colleQ; that Chriſtianity ten- 
ded to Variance, wichour conl1dering that. it 
lies:more in the. Temper 'of \cheſe Meh : They 
would much worſe collect, that becauſe the 
Preachers of. it do not always agree, Chriſtia- 
nity it ſelf is nothing at che Botrom ; For ; our 
very differing ;about the | | Supertn utture ups 
poles on all hands the Foundation tobe Real: 
They cannot therefore, in reaſon, adwir any: 
Prejudice againſt Religion for the lake of its 
Mwmiſters ; but ought, on the contrary, to diſ- 
criminate thoſe Miniſters who do ſo much Diſ(- 
ſervice to Religion, 


2. From hence I would likewiſe mind them 
how great Care they ought to take, what 
Spiritual Guides they commit themlelves to. 
For, if they follow Contentious Preachers, it 
is very great odds but that they themſelves 
will in a ſhort time be as perverſe and contents- 
ons as they; their Nature will be ſowred by the 
Principles of their Leaders, and the viſible ſigns 
of their profiting by their Miniſtry will be, 
their being more Sowr, and more Froward (till. 
So that to the Eaſe and Innocence -of, thew 
Lives, 
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Lives, 'it1s-neceſlary they conſider, who it is 
thas they: take for the. Condu# of them. Not 
chat I: mean they are left ar large to chuſe, or to 
fallow what Pregchers they-will;; For God, and 
the Government have determined that for them, 
andthe ſame Providence which made them In- 
habitants of fuch a-Place, has fixed ſuch a one 
2s:the Preacher of ir, from whom they are nor, 
without the mott weighty Cauſes, to depart : 
But before they depart p om a lawful Miniſtry, 


t 

r 
it:cqncerns them to be well ſatisfied-what ether 
Miniftry they pur themlelvesunder to try the 
Spirits, and examm whether Docrines, in their 
natural Conſequence, tending to Strife, the 
Subverſion, or Diſturbance of all Order and 
good Government, relliſh more of pure and 
uncorrupt Chriſtianity, ' than the quiet Sub- 
miſſion to God and to Magiſtrates, which our 
Church hasever taught, and which cannot be 
left, upon any Exceptions, for any other Church, 


which there will not more, : and more 


juſt Exceptions be readily tound. 
3- Ando conclude, From the whole I in- 


fer, the great Obligation upon rhoſe of the 


Laity, . boſe: Office requires it, eo uſe all lawful 
Means of purring a ftop:to this ſort of Preach- 
ars.. Ifrhey willnor, :as one would think by 
"6-4 FE, 


this 
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this time they ſhould, in Conſcience defift ; I 
{hall think ir no hard Concluſion to ſay, it is. 
you that ought i Conſcience,to ſuppreſs them ; the 
Places you are in, andthe Oaths you have taken 
will preſs you more to it,than I ſhalknow do 
I ſhall only tell you, if they have no Right to 
the:Apoſtles Rejoycing, they have leſs to your 
Favour ; and if they tell us, this is preaching 
Perſecution, *rwill be very difficult for them to 


, 
. 


- prove, that any are Perſecuted but for Righteouſs 


neſs ſake 3; which can never be their Caſe, as 
matters now ſtand, unleſs, by a very ſoft Fi- 
gure, we will call thoſe the Schools of Righ- 
teouſueſs, which have ſo lately, and more than 
once appeared the Nurſeries of Rebellion. would 
not ſay this in the manner I do, bur that the 
hole Being of our Church is at Stake, Theſe 
the Men that boldly undermine it, and you 
that are ſer as the Guardians of it. All they can 
have to plead for themſelves, your Miniſters, 
you need not fear, will be able to anfwer ; 
Bur after all, *ris you will ſooneſt convince them, 
I mean, you that are in Office, and will faith- 
fully execute it. Which that you may do, and 
we with like Sincerity perform our Parts,and 
both ſo fucceſsfully as to ſecure the Peace of 
Chriſt's Church, Let ws in the bumbleſt manner 
beſeech the Prince of Peace, and great Biſop. of 


Or 
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our Souls, even the Lord (rift Jeſus, ts whom 
ith the Father, and the Bleſſed and Eternal Spis 
rit, be all Honour and Praiſe, and Might and 


| Dominion, now and evermore, Amen. 


FINIS, 


